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After Prof. Yamakawa obtained his MD from Nippon Medical School in 1961, he completed his residency and a postdoctoral training in Tokyo University and earned DMsc. of the Tokyo University in 1969 with the theme entitled, “Diagnosis of Gastric Malignant Lesions with Biopsy and its Touch Smear Cytology under Endoscopic Control” published in Gatstroenterological Endoscopy 11:4-31,1969.  He had spent three years and 6 months for his fellowship at Department of Surgery, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Los Angeles, USA.  Starting his career as an Assistant Professor of Surgery in 1972 at the Teikyo University School of Medicine, he has steadily arisen up to Professor of Surgery Teikyo University Hospital at Mizonokuchi on 1985 and retired on the end of March in 2000.  He has been still active in clinical works as Emeritus Professor of Surgery and Head of Department of Surgery and MIS Center in same Institution.  His main fields of interest are gastrointestinal and biliary surgery, and endoscopy of upper gastrointestinal tract.  He is well-known surgeon who performed the first laparoscopic cholecystectomy in Japan.  His contribution to Japan Society of Endoscopic Surgery as Chairman of the Committees of Terminology, Education and Endoscopic Surgical Skill qualification System are highly evaluated.  Moreover it is noteworthy to mention that he developed the first model of choledochofiberscope that is now on the market and established the methodology of postoperative choledochoscopy.  He has been served as Editor-in-Chief of Digestive Endoscopy, the official organ of the Japan Gastroenterological Endoscopy Society and the Asian-Pacific Society for Digestive Endoscopy up to the end of 2005. Moreover he has been also actively working as the governor of American College of Surgeons and National Delegate of Japan Chapter of International Society of Surgery. 

